uproot. For instance, he denied against the Manicheans the sphericity of the earth and the existence of the antipodes, as he denied against the Epicureans the plurality of worlds and other truths. Nor can we recognise a more solid grievance against his religion in his complaint that it did not teach the cause of the equinox and the solstice.
There was probably more force, though no better logic, in his quarrel with their morality. The man who nowadays secedes from a Christian Church on such grounds is very justly regarded as wanting in strength of character. One fails to see why Augustine should be so loudly applauded for leaving the Manicheans because he found some corruption amongst its elect. Indeed, in so gentle an age as this, when it is considered dishonourable to unmask the hypocrisy one has left behind for quite other reasons, it is remarkable how much admiration is felt for Augustine's vicious little treatise c On the Morals of the Manichees.' The truth is, that even he has littlead penetrated a little deeper into astronomy in his early
